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by the order of Richmond, the requeft of the mayor and his brethren,
or while the officer who brought the body could procure a fit place
for its interment I know not. But this we are informed, from the
beft authority, that at the end of the fecond day it was taken to the
church of the Gray Friars mea#'St. Martin’s church, and there buried
in a flone coffin. From thefe circumftances we may hazard an
opinion which is probable; that the body lay at the town hall not
to meet the infults of the rabble; but only while a fhell of flone was
formed to contain it, at the expence of fome who might deteft the
altions of the man while they pitied fallen majefty. All were not
like Richmond, who, while in the poffeffion of a complete viftory,
was totally deftitute of that mercy and compaflion_which ennobles

man!

- Two days after the battle, Catefby, Richard’s confident;al minifter,

with fome others who were taken prifoners, without any ceremony

or decency, were executed at Leicefter,
- Tradition informs us that the town’s people of Leicefler, with the
promptitude with which the lower orders of mankind engage in
every purpole that is either recommended by novelty or example,
obliged the proprietor of the inn, where Richard flept, to change
the White Boar, his fign, for that of the Blue.

“ The fluGtuations of the human mind are remarkable; the tide
of applaufe runs parallel with the tide of profperity; when this falls,
the voice of popular favour falls with it. While the houfe of York
fwayed the Britifh fceptre, the white 70fe was held in repute, bloomed
on the bofom of beauty, and on the fign-poft of the publican; but
when that houfe fell, it faded with it, and from that moment was
elevated no more. Even now, if ever we fee the fign of the rofe, it
1s_always a_red; nay, it was but recently, that this innocent and
lovely flower recovered its priftine credit; for in the contefts between
the houles of Stuart and Brunfwick, it was fuppofed to be tainted
with the fmell of treafon.” (a) :

In an att of attainder paffed in 1485, it is recited that * Richard,
late duke of Gloycefler, calling and naming himfelf by ufurpation

R king

{a) Hutton,
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king Richard III. with John duke of Norfolk; Thomas earl of
Surrey, (and many others therein mentioned) the 21ft day of
Auguft, the firlt year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord, affembled
to them at Leicefter, a great hoft; tra»i,te,rouﬂy intend,ing, imagining
and confpiring the deftru@ion of the king’s royal perfon, our Sove-
xeign Liege Lord. And they, with the fame hoft, with banners
{pread, mightily armed, and defenced with all manner of arms, as
guns, bows, arrows, {pears, gloves, axes, and all other manner of
articles apt or needful to give and caufe mighty battle -againft our
Sovereign Lord, kept together from the faid 20d day of the faid
month then next following, and then condufted to a field within
the faid fhire of Leicefter, there by great and continued deliberation
traiteroufly levied war againft our faid Sovereign Lord and his true
{ubjeéis, there being in his fervice and affiftance under a banner of
our faid Sbve_reign Lord, to the fubverfion of :this realm, and com-
monweal of the fame.” By this a@ the above named perfons are
declared traitors, and their eftates forfeited, with fome few excepti-
ons to fome particular perfons,

Henry VIL neither from motives of love nor compaflion, we may
apprehend, erefted afterwards, over king Richard’s remains, an ordi-
nary alabafter monument to his memory, on which was the figure
of the king; but at the diffolution of religious houfes, in the fucceding
reign, adbout 50 years after his death, it was ruinated with the church,
the grave ranfacked, and hisbones taken in triumph thro’ the ftreets;
and at laft thrown over the bridge over which he rode to the fatal
battle of Bofworth, fo called from its vicinity to Sutton field. The
ftone coffin which contained his body was fold, or given, toan inn-
keeper, in whofe poffeffion and his fucceflors it remained as an horfe
trough till about the beginning of this century. The inn was the
‘White Horle in Gallow~tree-gate-. I remember being thewn fome
fragments of it about the year 1760.

A reprefentation of this bridge I have given in the annexed plate,
fig. 2. behind which peeps the little robber, Bow-bridge, which by
the revolving of a few centuries has almoft ftolen its honours. Bow-
bridge was trodden by the religious of the houfe of the Avguftin or

Black
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[HEN. vi1.] ofF LEICESTER. 65

Black Friars, which nearly adjoinedit; and was ufed as a private
paflage to and from the adjacent grounds; but the arches of this
bridge, which fpan the ancient river Soar, thould be ever memorable
as the paffage of one of the braveft kings, that everfwayed a {ceptre,
to the field of battle and his death, arrayed in martial glory panting
for fame and viftory. But Oh! how unftable are life, power and
even the envied {plendour of the great; for in the evening of that
fatal day itferved asa paflage for his naked body alfo towards its hum..
ble grave, the derifion of an infulting rabble, whofe very look or
nod, when living, commanded filence, fubje&ion and often death.
And, at the diftance of a few years, as if his bones were wedded to the
fpot whereon thefe venerable arches ftand, it then became their
final refting place. (a)
; 1484, then Robert Crofte was mayor.
1485, Thomas Swicke.

HENRY VIL

I am now arrived at that period of the hiftory of this ancient
place, where I am to notice its government m-a more particular man-
ner than I have done in the preceding pages, when it put on a new
form in confequence of fome irregularities that had taken place.

Since thofe charters, &c. were granted which I have noticed in
the preceding pages refpefting Leicefter, I find the following parti-
culars. In inflances where I print the original; or not, the reader
will find a very free tranflation, done merely to help the Englith
reader to the meaning..

Claus. anne 11 Hen. II m, 19. Leiceftr. perambulatio forefte
regis ibidem. By this we find that Leicefter foreft was perambulated
long ago.

Efecaet’
{a) Specd, by the plan he has given of the town of Leicefler, whick I have copied (e page 22} in -
Pazt, furthe purpofe of pointing out his errors refpecting the fitvation of the religions houfes, has occafioned

feveral refpectable writers who have followed him to err materially. I fhall, in confequence, under the

Seftion, Religious Houfes and Hofpitals, evdeavour to give each theix proper name and fituation, and-
fhew in what he has erred, .
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body by the names of Mayor Bailiffs &c. altho’ there is but one
Bailiff : this officer is called the king’s Bailiff, and was, priorto the
office of Mayor, called the ‘earl’s Bailiff, He holds his place for
life and is chofen alternately by the earls of Huntingdon and the
24 aldermen.. The Huntingdon family obtained this privilege from
James the firft. The office whatever it mighthave been, is now, in
a great meafure, honorary ; exceptin g that the ‘Gentleman who holds
it is returning officer, in conjunétion with the ‘mayor, at eleftions
for Members to ferve in parliamerit.
1488, Thomas Davy was Mayor and ferved till
1490, then Roger Tvigg.
1491, Welliam 'Gibfon.
1492, Thomas Swiche.
1493, Robert Crofte,
1494, Thomas Snar/fie,
14955 Andrew Langton,
1496, William Rawlet.
1497, Richard Gilliot.
408, William Wigfione il
1500, William 'Gibfon.
1501, Roger Trigge.
1502,
“burgi prediét’ fic aflignand’, ex commillione regia, feparatos a commiffionar’ corporis difti com’ Leycs
exnunc aflignand’ fuper et in fingulis hujufinodi conceflionibus, oneracionibus, et preftacionibus quintarum
decimarum, decimarum, quotanun, taxarum, auxiliorum, fubfidiorum, aut alterius contribucionis vel one..
xis cujufcumque, nobis, hered’ aut fuccefloribus noflris fiend’, et quibnflibet inde parcell’, omnes et fingu~
los burgenf’, refidentes, commorantes et inhabitantes ville five burgi illius et fuburbia ¢jufdem pro tempore
exiflen’, pro rata et porcione fua bonorum, cattallarum, terrarum, et ten’ fuorum, infra villam five burgum
alp contingen’ de jure contributorum et onerabil’, taxand’ five apporcionand’ vel affidend”, videlicet, ad
quamlibet integram quintam decimam et decimam, viginti et unam libris, taxa ¢jufdem ville nobis et here_
dibus noftris folvend’ ultra fummam centum et trefdecim folidorum et quatuor denariorum, pro taxa ville
five burgi ilfius in fingulis folucionibus hujufinod: deducend’, et eifdem burgenfibus, ac eorum colle€toribus
inde deputand’ allocand’, prout villa five burgus prediét antiquitus fit contribuere et taxarl, ac in dednflione
fua predifta exonerari aut allocari haftenus pro parte et porcione ejufdem ville five burgi confuevit cum
di¢lo corpore tocius com’ Leyc® fupradi€ti, dum eidem corport ipfius com’ Leyc® in colletlione et folu~
cione fua contributor’ fuit.  Et volumus ac ordinamus quod nos, hered’ ac fuceelfores noftri, ac quilibet
n'rm fingulas commiffiones noflras majori ¢t quatuor diferecioribus burgenfibus difte ville five burgi pro
tempore exiften’; pro fingulis talibus taxacionibus, deputacionibus, et nominacionibus colle€torum infra vil-
lam
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This noble peer died in 1593, after ferving Queen Elizabeth in the
moft honourable employments. The twelfth of her reign he was in-
flalled Knight of the Garter, and conflitated Lord Lieutenant of the
counties of Leicefter and Rutland, He was ope of the peers who had
the care of Mary Queen of Scots, and {at upon the trial of Thomas
duke of Norfolk,

Sik Wirriam Hevricx, Knight,

Was a native of Leicefler, and youngeft fon of Mr. Alderman John
Heyrick, or Erick, who was twice Mayor of that place. ‘This gen-
tleman was feated at Beaumanor, in this county, in the reign of
Elizabeth, where his immediate defcendant, William Heyrick, Efq.
now dwells, By that queen he had the honour of knighthood con-
ferred upon him ; and was by her fent ambaffador to the court of the
Turks. By James the Firft he was appointed one of the Tellers of
the Exchequer. In 1601 he was chofepn to reprefent this borough in
Parliament ; and again, in 1605 and 1620. He died in 1652, aged
96, and was buried with his anceftors in St. Martin’s church, Lei-
celter, See his portrait, fig, 6.

This gentleman was of known probity, puntual in his dealings,
remarkably accurate in his private as well as public concerns, and ac-
quired {o large a fortune, that it enabled him not only to affift many of
the nobility with money in thofe days of fcarcity, but his fovereign
on many urgent occafions. His fervices to this place made him the
idol of the people ; the eftimation he was held in by the body cor-
porate may be {een under the article, The O/d Hofpital, in the third
iection ; particulars of hig family are inferted under the article St,
Martin’s Church, in the fame fe&tion. The following is from an
old paper in my pofleffion, preferved ever fince Sir William’s time; it
powerfully teftifies what 1 have advanced refpe@ing his characer.

* To the moft venerable and honourable-minded knight, Sir Wil-

liam Heyrick : all loyes bee multiplyed in this and the world to come.”
Y vz “ W el-
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: Ricuarp III, :
1 P. at Weft, Fobn Roberts Mayor, [Peers Guriis,

Hexry VII,

4 P. at Weft. Peers Curtis, Roger Wig/fton.

7 P. at Weft, Peers Curtis, Robert Clark.
11 P, at Weft. Robers Orton, William Wiz fon,
14 P. at Lond. #illiam Bolse Mayor.

Henry VIII
s Roger Wigfion.

Epwarp VI.

1 P, at Weft. George Swillingion, Efq. Ralph Skinner, Gent,
6 P. at Weft. George Swillington, Efy. Robers Cotton, Gent.

MaAazry.

2 P. at Weft, William Faunt, Efg. Thomas Farnham, Efz.

7 P. at Oxford, Francis Farnbam, Thomas Tenkinfon,

1and 2 P, at Welt. Francis Farnbham, Recorder, Hugh Afbton,
2 and 3 P. at Wett.

4 and 5 P.at Wett. Robers Brebam, Maurice Tyrrel, Gent.

Erizasern,

1 P.at Weft, Yoin Haflings, Robert Breame.
5 P.at Wett. Richard Brebam, Efy. Robert Brookfby, Efs,
13 P. at Welt, Zlomas Cave, Efg. Srepben Hales, Ef;.
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Of this family are buried here, are, ¢ Robert Heyrick, 1ron-

‘monger, and twice mayor. of Leicefter,” and Sir William Heyrick

of Beaumanor. The former died in 1618, aged 78 years 5 the latter
in 1652, aged go. .

A fmall monument here remembers ¢ G. Heyricke, who died in
1697, aged . 32.” Stones alfo remember the prefent Town Clerk’s
grand-father, and the father of William Heyrick -of Knighton, Efq.
fome’ time Town Clerk, all defcended originally from the fame
family (a). : o

George

(2) I have given in my Leicefterthire Views & pretty full pedigree of this antient and refpectable
family, who derive their lineage from Erick the forefter, a great commander, who oppofed the
landing of William the Conqueror, This veteran retired into Leicefterthire, in his old age, after
being employed in the fervice of the Conqueror, where his defcendants, in fucceffion, have
continued ever fince.  From  him defcended John Erick, of Stretton, who left ifiue Robert,
whofe fon Robert was Bithop of Chefter (otherwife called Lichfield and Coventry) ; and Sir Wm.
Eyrick, lord of Streton. John, znd Adelena. In 1360, 34 Edward 111, this bithop founded a chane
try in the chapel of St. Gilzs, Great Stretton, in the parifh of Great Glenn, and taking the name
of Rubert de Stretton amply endowed it in the fecond year of Richard the Second {the deed
bearing date Sept. the 4th, 1 378}, with 198 acres of land in Grear Stretton, This family
had _ a confiderable grant of land near Leicefter fo far back as the reign of King John,
A Nicholas Heyrick was mayor of Leicefter the fixth year of Edward VI. Others of note,
defeendants, befide thofe noticed above, were Robert and Richard, fons of Sir William
Heyrick ; the former was fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, patronized by the earl of Exeter,
and numbered ameng the fuffering Loyalifts in the 1af century 5 the latter was alfo fellow of All.
Souls, Oxford, and warden of Chrifi’s College, Manchefler, by the appointment of Charles the
Firft. Willian, the eldeft fon of Sir William Heyrick, was commiflioned, by Charles the Firft,
about the repairs of Leicefter caftle, and putting it ino a flate of defence, prior to the troubles
of his reign. This geatleman, for his attachment to the royal caufe, was a coufiderable {ufferer
in the iffue. Branches of this family have lived in the neighbourhoed, and in Leicefter, for
centuries, who are allied, by marriage, to many of the firft fam lies who at times have lived in
thefe parts. ;

The father of Dean Swift was named Jonathan, and was the fon of Thomas Swift, eminent for
his loyalty to Charles the Firft. The Dean’s father married Mrs, Abigal Erick, defcendant of this
family. She brought her hufband ligtle or po fortune ; and Mr. Swife dying two years after Bis
marriage, left his widow in narrow circumftances, and with child of the famous Dean Swift, who
was born A, D. 1667, feven months after his fatber’s death, Effay on the Life of Dean Saift.

The Dean’s mother, it is faid, was greatly beloved by all the family of the Swifis. She was exe

L1l tremely
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November, 30 Henry VIII. Some fuppofe one thing, and fome
another; but Leland, the venerable traveller, who wrote from an
actual vifit, in company, doubtlefs, with a good informant of the
town or friary, we may depend upon. Thofe who ftart different
opinions lived centuries after the deftru@ion of the houfe, when not
a veflige of it was vifible excepting the traces of its foundation.
Another, and a convincing proof is, that the infulated piece of
ground oppofite the Bath gardens, called Bruce's Friars, is the proper
fite, becaufe within a few paces there remains, to this day, a well of
pure {pring water, called St. Auffin’s Well, which in my time was
furrounded with z brick wall, a yard high, covered with {tone,

The only thing now vifible, that may be faid to belong to the
friary, is an old frame, on which hung the mendicant’s bell, which
proje&s from the houfe top of that dwelling, partly ﬂanding on the
Wett bridge, and partly projecting over the river. Here two men-
dicants ftood begging for the fupport of their brethren,

! GRrAY Frrags

Houfe was fituatersiea#” St. Martin’s Church, and was honoured
with the tomb of one of the braveft monarchs that ever fell in battle,
Richard III.  Leland’s words are, * The Gray Freres of Leicefter
ftnde at the end of the hofpital of Mr. Wigfton. Simon Montfort,
~as1 lernid, was founder there, and there was byried King Richard TII,
and a knight caullid Mutton, fumtyme mayre of Leyrcefter.,” It is
imagined that the church is that mentioned in Charity’s Rentale, as
¢ BEcclefia San& Trinitatis,” which is defcribed to be in the patith of
St. Martin. :

Mr." Carte fays, «The Franciscan or Grey Friary, flood
on the South fide of Sr. Martin’s church=yard; towards which
there is a portal remaining ; but the other building is quite demo-
lithed, moft of it now belongs to Mr. Noble, who has a very fine
- : houfe
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houfe within the precin@s of it (4). He adds, that the part of the
ftone coffin of Richard, which remained in his day, at the White
Horfe Inn, had appearances of the hollow fitted for retaining the head

and fhoulders (4).

William Giles was the laft warden. He, with other brethren, fur- ;1

rendered it 1oth November, 30 Henry VIII.

In 1402, the mafter of this houfe was convicted of high treafon,
and was hanged with a natural {on of the famous Black Prince.

The grounds belongiag to this Friary were {pacious, and extended
from the upper end of the Market-place to the Friar-lane meeting-=
houfe ; much of which has been built on in my time. When the
workmen were digging for the cellars, to the range of houfes which
face St. Martin’s church, they caft up, I remember, many human
bones ; jone {keleton lay entire: the Friary church probably {tood

there.

Hofpital of St. UrsuLA.

Nobody knows much about it, although it is mentioned by Burton,
and in the Monafticon ; valued by the former at 22l per annum, and
in the latter at 81. Some think it was Wigfton’s hofpital they mean ;
it being dedicated to the Virgin Mary, St.Catherine, and St. Urfula.

St. LEonarD’s HosPITAL

Was founded by William the Leper, fon of Robert Blanchmains,
earl of Leicefter, and was fituate, Mr. Carte imagines, near St. Leo-
nard’s church-yard (¢). In the reign of Edward 1V. William Lord

(a) This dwelling has been lately beautificd, and two extenfive wings added to it, for the refi-
dence of Mr. Thomas Pares, whofe property it now is. Perhaps there are few dwellings, within
a large town, more defireable.

(5) When I was a boy, the end of it that then remained ftood as a part of a heap of rubbifh, in
the inn-yard, of brick ends, ftones, &c. aud was in appearance like fig. 5, in the plate page 64°

(¢) The mafler of the hefpital paid 10s. a year to the abbey for a paflage to the chapel, for
celcbrating divine fervice, which was received in right of their church of St. Leonard. Therefore
it certainly flood near it The founder being a leper, it was built for the relief of thofe afflicted
Haftings

with this diforder.

4
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are fome good dwellings, St. Martin’s church ftands at the Weft
end. ‘

CANK-STREET leads from New-ftreet, near St. Martin’s church,
_to what has been lately named Cheapfide, an open way, which may
be confidered a portion of the market-place, below the conduyir.
Would not Conduis firees have been more proper than Cheapfide ?

New-STREET leads 1o St. Martin’s church northwardly, It was
¥

built on part of the Gray-Friars. A bad paflage, with fome good
dwellings, 4

~ APPLEGATE-STREET and BRrIDGE-STREET (the latter a name
given lately to a paffage which contains about two houfes of each
fide leading to Weft- bridge) form an elbow, Thefe, and the lanes
and avenues about them, ftand upon the fite of the Roman city, in
general but indifferently built ; but this portion of the town is honour-
able and venerable from years and its antiquarian treafures. The
whole ifland cannot produce two fuch monuments of high antiquity
as the Janua-Wall, called Jewry-Wall, and the Roman-Sewer.

Losesv-Lane, now the the Pig-market, a thort ftreet which
leads into Cank-fireet 5 here are two or three good houfes.

Other lanes, &ec. there are, of inferior note, befides thofe that
change their names with the whim of the inhabitants., Some placesI
have noticed in other parts of the work, among which is the Market.-
place. St Fames's Square, a name given to a little opening at the
upper-end of the Market-place, without the leaft propriety, might be
now altered, with much propriety, to Rozzel’s Sguare, in honour of
the poet of that name. His condué implied this language, ¢ Here

will I dwell, for I have a delight therein.”
Porurarion,
Taken from the parith regifters, &e.

The firft ftatement in the following takle is the average of a year
in five, at progreflive periods, including the four next fucceeding years
after each date ; in the divifion of each, fraltions are not regarded,

: 4 E . St
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