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MEDIARVAL LEICESTER

I.
THE STREETS.

130 acres. It was gﬁarded on three sides by walls,

which occupied, at least approximately, the site of the
ancient Roman walls, or earthen ramparts.  On the West lay
the river Soar, and on that side no trace of any town wall has
yet been found, although there was a gateway and a gate house,
like the others, which stood in front of the West Bridge. The
four gates of the town, over which, as early as 1322, hung the
arms of the Sovereign, stood nearly at the North-West,

T HE little medizval town of Leicester comprised about

' North-East, South-East, and South-West points of the compass.

The main road entered the town at the South Gate, and passed
out at the North Gate, and the only other streets of importance
were those which intersected the main road at the High Cross
and ran to the East and West Gates. Other ways were mere
lanes. ‘'The Borough Records sometimes describe the four
chief streets leading to the four Gatesas the four high streets,
“ quatuor altas stratas Leycestriae,” but the High Street, par
- excellence, was that part of the King’s highway which ran from
the South Gate to the North. Of the two intersecting streets,
that which led to the West Gate was called in part Hot-Gate,
and in part Apple-Gate, and that which led to the East was
known from an early date as the Swinesmarket. There were
two suburbs beyond the walls, the North Suburb and the East.
Outside the West Gate the Priory of the Austin Friars lay
between the two arms of the river, and beyond it stretched the
West Fields. The common lands of the town, known as ‘the
South Fields, or South Crofts, lay without the South Gate.
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verer or silversmith. The name is not so common
as Goldsmith, but John Silver was one of the Town Chamberlains
in 1500, and in the 13th century several Silveruns are mentioned,
who, as might be expected, inter-married with the Aurifabers,

or Goldsmiths.

In the 15th century there was a street leading out of, or
close to, the Sheepmarket, which was known as Gentil Lane.

SaNT Francis Lang was described in the Coroner’s Pleas
for the year 1300 as “ thelane which leads to St. Martin’s Church
and towards the Church of the Friars Minors.” A house
conveyed in 1368, which had once belonged to the well-known
Leicester merchant, Henry Costeyn, was said to be in the High
Street, “ at the corner of the lane leading to the Church of the
Friars Minors,” and the property extended from the High Street
to the garden of the Friars Minors. This lane ‘must be the
« & Francis Lane * referred to by Mr. Carte; the 18th centiiry
antiquarian Vicar of St. Martin’s, as lying between Wigston
Hospital and the Grey Friars. It was afterwards called Peacock
Lane; taking its name probably from the piece of land known
as the “ Peacock,” which lay  at the Red Cross,” west of the
old High Street. There was a Peacock Inn in Southgate Street,
from which it might have taken its name, but it seems more
likely that both Inn and Lane were christened after the old
Peacock ground.

Tue CANK, or CANK STREET, which still bears its old name,
was named after the public well, the Cank well, which lay there.
An apple-orchard (pomerium), which was situated in the
“ Cank,” is mentioned in 1352. On the division of the Wards
in 1484, the ninth Ward was to begin “ in the Cank at Thomas
Phelips on both sides the Saturday Market unto the East Gate.”
At the division into ten Wards in 1557, the eighth ‘Ward com-
prised “ all the market-place, Cank-well, and to the East Gate.”
A yearly payment was given in 1563 to St. Martin’s Church
"‘ out of an house at the Cankwell.” The site of the old well

is still marked on the roadway at the junction of Cank Street
and Hotel Street. The name might possibly be derived from
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the old word “ canch,” which is used in Yorkshire and Norfolk
to denote ‘“ a sloping trench, a water channel, cut on a road.”
In Leicestershire this word is generally used in the form “kench,”
e.g., to “ kench ” potatoes is to make a pit for them to lie in, to
camp them. But there seems to be no evidence of an artificial
conduit in the Cank. The conduit in the market-place was not
put up till 1612,

LoseBy LanE, the short street still so called, is said to date
from the 13th century, and to derive its name from John de
Loseby. It is perhaps more likely that it was named after Henry
of Loseby, a Leicester burgess, who held a considerable quantity
of land in the Parish of St. Martin and elsewhere in the Eastern
quarter of Leicester about 1300. Loseby Lane bounded one

of the 1484 Wards. In the days of Throsby and Nichols it was
called the ““ Pig-market.”

Friar LANE, as it is still called, ran east out of the old High
Strcf:t, by the'south side of the'gate and walls of the Grey Friars’
precincts into the Saturday Market. It was so named in 1392
when a messuage was described as being “ at the corner opposité

the gate of the Friars Preachers,” and bounded on the@;r_tp

side’by *“ a lane called-Frere Lane.” In 1484 it seems to have
been known as the Grey Friars’ Lane:

III. THE SOUTH QUARTER.

The South quarter of the medi
izval town was bounded on
gl:ttlfor:ih b).' the Hot Gate and Apple Gate leading to the West
- .han Bru%ge ; and on the West by the river. On the East
y the old High Street, and on the South, until the middle of

the x4th cent
e ;I.ewar:e_ury’ the South wall of the town, and after that time

There were few roads and fe in thi
! 4 'w houses in this quarter, which
grlnpr;‘scd chiefly t}.le Castle and its precincts, with St. ,Mary’s
urch, beyond which lay the 14th century Newarke, the whole

enclosed by strong wall ’
i Sl g alls. Here too were butchers’ shambles
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